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Boluk, Stephanie and Wylie Lenz, ‘Infection, Media, and Capitalism: From Early Modern 

Plagues to Postmodern Zombies,’ Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies, 10 (2010), 126-

47. 

 

‘Shaun of the Dead (2004), directed by Edgar Wright and co-written by Simon Pegg, and 28 

Days Later (2002), directed by Danny Boyle, both serve as vehicles for expression of the 

ever-accelerating viral nature of global capitalism.’1 

 

‘This condition—the presence of a persistent, "even more terrible threat"—in turn facilitates 

the invention in the twentieth century of a wholly fictional infectious threat as an embodiment 

of the fears that for so many centuries were personified by a previously inexplicable plague 

(this inexplicability being the source of its metaphoric plenitude). The zombie functions thus. It 

serves as an iconic image through which the fantasy of humanity on the threshold of 

apocalypse is perpetually restaged. The figure becomes a metaphoric vessel standing in for 

the real viral terrors of contemporary society.’2 

 

‘In the same way […] plague works describe a relationship between the spread of plague 

and the spread of capitalism, so too does the viral zombie serve as an allegorized figure of 

capital. In one respect, the zombie-as-critique-of-capital motif is an argument that has been 

well rehearsed by scholars, and the critique of consumption and contemporary life is made 

explicit in Romero's Dawn of the Dead (1978). Zombies are pure desiring machines—they are 

creatures composed entirely of excess desire. They hunger for flesh, but their undead status 

means they do not require food. This excess, first exemplified in Romero's films, is didactically 

harnessed as a metaphor for consumption since the sole purpose of the zombie is to satisfy an 

urge unmotivated by any physical need.’3 
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Comment [l1]: Comments are great 
ways of using a Cornell note-taking method 
in your digital work.   
 
Select the text/word/point you want to 
comment on, and go to ‘Review  New 
Comment.’  Or, use the shortcut ‘Ctrl + Alt 
+ M.’   
 
You can delete comments from the Review 
tab, or by right –clicking them and selecting 
‘delete.’ 

Comment [l2]: Notice that I’ve made a 
note of which page I’ve copied this down 
from.  We’ll cover Referencing in class 
later, but see the examples at the foot of 
the page. 

Comment [l3]: Highlighting is also a 
great way of listing out key points for you 
to remember later.   
 
Select the text you want to highlight, then 
go to ‘Home  Font  Highlight.’ 
 
Play around with different colours for facts, 
dates, key terms, or opinions. 

Comment [l4]: But is it instinct?  And is 
instinct in this case physical or 
psychological?  If the former, that requires 
consumption.  If the latter, does this 
undermine the notion of "brain-dead?”  Is 
there, therefore, a suggestion of mental 
function on a basic level? 
 
Comments!  Good for leaving yourself 
questions to think about at a later date.   
 
Such as why zombies want to eat your 
brains! 


