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FUTURES: Fifth Form Timeline
Weeks 11-13 Futures Assembly I // Initial thinking + refamiliarising with Unifrog
& : 

Weeks 1-2: GCSE Trial Exams
Week 3: 22nd Jan – Into Sixth Form Day // 23rd Jan – Futures Assembly II

25th Jan – Futures Workshop: BC & HA
Week 4: 30th Jan – Futures Workshop: DA & FA

1st Feb – Futures Workshop: FI & SH
Week 5: 6th Feb – Futures Workshop: ME & TO

Week 6: 19th Feb - Deadline for A-Level Choices
20th Feb – Apprenticeships Assembly

Weeks 7-9: Further discussion with tutors // 1-1s with Futures Team
Week 10: Futures Reports sent to parents

+ tutorial 
exploration & 

discussion with 
tutor
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decisions



CHOOSING SUBJECTS TO STUDY:
KEY QUESTIONS

What are you interested in?
What are you good at?
How difficult will it be?

What will you need for a chosen career 
or course?

What will give you the best options?



What will you need for a 
chosen career or course?

Economist
Doctor
Architect
Solicitor

Need a degree in Economics or related subject. For uni-based path, A-Level Maths needed 
for top courses. A-Level Economics is of course highly useful and sometimes required.

Medical degree essential. A-Level Chem is typically essential and Bio is often also needed. 
Work experience and early entry application essential.

Need an ARB-recognized Architecture degree. For uni-based path, A-Level Maths and/or 
Physics often desired and sometimes essential. Art also often preferred. Portfolio needed.

Law degree not essential; can convert another degree. No specific A-level subjects needed, 
though having a literary subject (e.g. Eng. Lit., Hist.) sometimes preferred.

A few “what you may need” examples…









What will give you the best options?

In terms of 
e.g. BIO / GEOG / BUS

In terms of / 
- e.g. 2 +1

e.g. MAT / PHYS / ART

In terms of your 
vs your 

BALANCE



What are you interested in?

What are you good at?

How difficult will it be?



UNIVERSITY-BASED DEGREE PATH
• 100’s of Institutions, 1000s of Courses

• – RG - group of 24 top research 
universities. Not the only “good” unis.

• (Oxford & Cambridge)

• University – what ‘best’ / ‘better’ means 
to you

For budding computer scientists – Liverpool Hope (9th in Guardian Rankings) or 
Exeter (18th in Guardian Rankings)

• Entry Requirements –Letter grades vs UCAS point 
(tariffs) offers – unis typically issue 3 letter grade offers

• centralized application portal for almost all UK unis

KEY 
TERMS



UCAS POINTS (TARIFF)
AS 

LEVEL

Enrichment addition 
example:

EPQ UCAS Points

– 28
– 24
– 20
– 16
– 12
A
B 8
C
D
E

What grades 
do I need to 
get to get 

?

• Junior Sports Leader 
Qualification = 16

• Leith’s Extended 
Certificate = 12-36

• …



A-Levels are not the only option

T Levels
New 2-year technical courses equivalent to 
three A levels. Launched in September 
2020 and expanding. Include sizable work 
placements. Suited to those who want to 
get started in an occupation / industry.

Opportunities to develop specific 
knowledge and transferable skills.

Gateway to further education, 
training and kinds of employment.

Potentially indicative of ability to 
employers, esp. in early career 
roles, though this is generally 
overtaken by higher qualifications 
and experience once you gain 
them.





To get started, 
sign in to 

unifrog.org
and click on a 
pathways or 
opportunities

tools.

You will have received 
a welcome email from 

at some point, 
but use the ‘

’ link 
any time to send 

yourself a password 
reset.
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TUTORIAL FUTURES DISCUSSION

Discussion Points:
a) Possible career aspirations
b) Post-16 options (e.g. A-level choices / Alternatives 

to DCS)
c) Possible post-18 options
d) Work experience & skill development

Futures Reports shared with parents / school leaders / Futures 
team



FIVE-POINT PLAN
1.Know what you want to study? Check out 

entry requirements
2.Not sure yet? Keep your options open.
3.GCSEs matter
4.Think Balance
5.Make sure you know WHY


