
Online Check Sheet 

Remember: 

Wikipedia is not your friend! 

(David Frost did not invent Drum & Bass!) 

 

Questions to remember: 

1. Can you see an author for this material? 

 

2. Is the website/article/writer of a credible, knowledgeable background?   

 

3. Is he/she a lecturer/professor of Economics at the University of Edinburgh, CEO of Deloitte’s, 

or Geoff the Milkman? 

 

 Not to say that all professors are right or that Geoff’s opinion is any less valid, but 

remember to check the credibility and knowledgeability of your sources.  

 

4. Does the website look credible from its domain name? 

 

 .com or .co.uk (independent website; check author and content for credibility) 

 .gov.uk (government website; information essentially factual, but check for inter-

department inconsistencies) 

 .org or .org.uk (non-commercial organisation, possibly a charity or other non-profit group; 

be aware of potential bias and promoting an agenda) 

 

5. When was the site last updated?  Can you find a date to let you know how recent the 

information is? 

 

6. And content – does the information seem balanced and credible?  Does it give references 

and sources for figures, quotations and opinions?   

 

 ALWAYS CHECK THESE FOR YOURSELF!   Never assume that they’re correct without 

further investigation.  You don’t want to base your projects on material that’s been 

doctored or is false. 
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Don’t forget the ORK! 

(Online Research Kit) 

www.dcslibrary.com/researchkit 

 

Britannica Online: Does what it says on the tin.  Online Encyclopaedia, for reference on 

almost everything.  Select the ‘advanced’ search for more thorough backgrounds and 

slants on topics. 

 

Credo Online: Good, basic pre-made topic pages.  Very good for creating mind-maps and 

linking areas to research. 

 

Ebsco Student Reference Centre: journal articles, book extracts, essays, original 

documents, images, videos & maps.   

(Science Reference Centre is well-organised and searchable by topic and area.  History Reference Centre is a 

little less thorough and has a US emphasis.  Literary Reference Centre gives great textual summaries, author bios 

and further reading lists for general avenues of research.) 

 

History Study Centre: Excellent for topic overviews, with fantastic primary sources, texts, 

images, video clips, and links to relevant journal articles.   

 

Philip Allen Magazines Online:  Curriculum content, and tips and tricks from Examiners.  

Excellent for topic revision. 

 

JStor: A huge resource for online journal articles.  In every way imaginable!  You might 

need to make use of the advanced search to narrow down your results.  

(Tip: Narrowing your search by item type to include ‘articles’ and ‘books’ only, will be useful if you’re looking for 

material.  Narrowing it just to ‘reviews’ will be helpful if you are trying to establish a critical evaluation of a 

secondary source.) 

 

In looking for research through journal articles, see what the credibility of the journal is like: are you 

looking at an established journal or a new one?  Is it relevant to your field of study? 

Also look or when the article was written and by whom.  Is it by a seminal author on your topic?  Is it 

relatively recent?  Is it outdated, having been written in the 1950s? 
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