
apprenticeship types

local apprenticeships

where to explore

UCAS and Post-18 Choices Awareness Talk

Introduction to 
APPRENTICESHIPS

“Journalism apprentices are making waves in the newsroom thanks to News UK 

apprenticeships to encourage greater diversity in the media.” (NCTJ 2022)



…are a vocational pathway that 
combine academic learning with on-the-
job training, where you’ll…

• …earn a salary

• …spend at least 50% of your time at 
work over the course of the 
apprenticeship.

• …spend time attending college, 
university, training provider, or training 
at work.

• …complete assessments / 
qualifications during and at the end of 
the programme.

APPRENTICESHIPS…

PwC “Flying Start degree programmes

Earn. Learn. Fulfil your potential.”



INCENTIVES

• employed & paid a wage

• gain qualifications / full degree

• no fees & no debt

• gain a head start

• acquire graduate level skills, especially 
in areas of growth need

• a large & growing range of choices

• good chance of permanent employment

DRAWBACKS

• cannot yet gain access to some careers

• starting salary lower than graduates’

• higher qualifications can take longer

• might miss out on the added benefits of 
full-time education

• have a different kind of application 
process outside of UCAS

• location & accommodation can be a big 
limiting factor

APPRENTICESHIPS  + / -
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Source: High Fliers Research, January2018
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https://www.topapprenticeshipemployers.co.uk/files/Top100AE23.pdf
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APPRENTICESHIPS WITH…

https://www.gloshospitals.nhs.uk/work-for-us/apprenticeships/


https://www.sjp.co.uk/careers/early-careers/school-leaver-apprenticeships

APPRENTICESHIPS WITH…

https://www.sjp.co.uk/careers/early-careers/school-leaver-apprenticeships
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sAPPRENTICESHIPS WITH…

https://www.hazlewoods.co.uk/careers/a-level-students
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APPRENTICESHIPS WITH…

https://jobs.gecareers.com/aviation/global/en/uk-apprenticeships


EMPLOYER-SPONSORED DEGREE
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https://www.dysoninstitute.ac.uk/undergraduate/


Applying for an apprenticeship like 
applying for a job – and it can get 
competitive

Applicants will need a professional 
attitude, a CV (ideally showcasing some 

experience) and determination

No one portal or centralised application 
(yet) – each application stands alone

Often a multi-stage application process; 
school support given for each stage.

Being limited to certain locations, regions, 
and timescales; and less opportunities for 
internationals

May make sense to apply in parallel to a 
UCAS application

Need to start exploring early. Use taster 
days, outreach and work experience 
programmes as a lead in

WHAT TO EXPECT



WHERE TO EXPLORE…
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/


WHERE TO EXPLORE…
https://www.unifrog.org/student/apprenticeships/start

https://www.unifrog.org/student/apprenticeships/start


WHERE TO 
EXPLORE…

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/


WHERE TO 
EXPLORE…
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


WHERE TO 
EXPLORE…

https://dcslibrary.com/post18

https://dcslibrary.com/post18


Apprenticeships…
• continue to grow & offer attractive incentives.

• open up different pathways for Options at 18.

• make sense in a crowded undergraduate recruitment market with a 
worrying predicted skills gap

• require determination and employability skills as well as grades

• can be pursued in parallel to UCAS, though timescales can be  
different - prepare accordingly

KEY TAKEAWAY



CONTACT
futures@deanclose.org.uk

or

zsuckle@deanclose.org.uk

FOR FURTHER QUESTIONS OR
TO BOOK A 1-TO-1 FUTURES MEETING

mailto:futures@deanclose.org.uk
mailto:zsuckle@deanclose.org.uk
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