
Overview 

 

Applying to the USA is one of your options and one which UK students are 

finding more and more attractive.  The US embassy is issuing more student 

visas for UK students than ever before and this trend looks sure to continue, 

particularly as UK students look at the expense of studying in the UK.  But it is 

about much more than the money.  It is an opportunity to live and study in 

another continent and to continue with a range of academic subjects rather 

than a narrow focus. 

 

‘College’, ‘school’ and ‘university’ are interchangeable terms.  There are 3000 

institutions to choose from. 

There are 2 year courses in (the often cheaper) ‘Community Colleges’.  You can 

start in one of these and then apply to a university where you will graduate after 

a further 2 years. 

There are 4 year programmes in Liberal Arts colleges, public universities and 

private universities. 

There are also specialist institutions. 

Liberal Arts colleges are smaller (class of 300-1000), teach undergraduate 

courses only and are highly regarded academically (e.g. Amherst, Wellesley, 

Swarthmore). They are often also world class in music and sport etc. 

Each state has at least one publicly funded flagship ‘Public university’.  They can 

be large (a class of 1000-9000) but also more affordable (Texas State, Florida 

State, UCLA, UC Berkeley) than the private universities.  They may restrict ‘out 

of state’ applicants because those living ‘in state’ pay taxes to support the 

institution.  Division 1 can offer Athletics scholarships, as can the Ivy League. 

The ‘Private universities’ vary in size and location.  They also include specialist 

institutions such as SCAD or the Juilliard.  They can appear more expensive ‘up 

front’ but offer more aid.  Research these!   

A ‘Liberal Arts’ approach aims to give you a broad education and a transferable 

skill set, training you in written and oral communication, critical thinking, 

creative problem-solving, numeracy and ethics.  You will choose a ‘major’ in your 

last two years 

 

 



Admissions Timeline 

 
It is never too early to start looking. 

A suggested timeline might be (actions for everyone are in bold type): 

- Fifth Form/Lower Sixth: research possible universities 

- Spring of Lower 6th year: practise for and take first SAT/ACT (see 

separate section for more details on these tests)  

- Sep-Nov in Upper 6th: Finalise short list of universities; take SAT/ACT 

again if needed and SAT2 (subject tests); begin and submit 

applications and aid applications if necessary. The more 

competitive universities (called schools in the US) may well require 

SAT2, so plan your time carefully. 

- (1st Nov: some Early Decision/Early Action deadlines) 

- (Dec: some Early Notification)  

- 1st Jan: Regular Decision deadlines (with some exceptions) 

- Mar/Apr: Regular Notification: receive admissions and aid decisions. 

Accept/decline offers by 1st May. 

- June-Aug: Apply for Visa 

- Autumn: begin study in the US. 
 


